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Early bird juggles jobs
KCHO morning DJ handles many tasks as he brings national, local news to Chico 

By: Sarah Schaale 
Contributing Writer
Issue date: 5/15/02 Section: Features

PrintEmailArticle Tools ●     

Page 1 of 1 

The Chico State University campus is nearly silent at 6:30 a.m. on a Tuesday. Deep in 

the basement of Meriam Library, things are the same, until Todd Thornton shoots out of a 

small room like a Kentucky thoroughbred. He's been here since 5 a.m. 

"In about 30 seconds I am going to run in and do a break," he said.

Exactly 30 seconds later, he is sitting in the DJ booth at KCHO 91.7 FM, Chico State's 
public radio station. Thornton is ready to give his listeners news updates on Trinity 
Hospital and Proposition 36.

But Thornton is much more than the morning voice. In between his segments, he sends a 
story to The Associated Press, checks the national show on the satellite and then gathers 
news for his broadcasts. 

He edits his news stories, searches for news and keeps track of what is on the air. 

And he does it all by himself. Thornton has been in radio and television broadcasting for 
12 years, and said he doesn't even need an alarm clock to wake him at 4 a.m. five days a 
week. 

He said he makes at least a dozen mistakes in his newscasts each morning, but knows 
enough tricks so his listeners can't tell. 
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About 10 seconds after finishing his newscast, Thornton is sitting in his office under a 
journalism degree from Cal State Northridge. He clicks through the Internet for news 
updates from Sacramento to the Oregon border. He mumbles when he finds a change in 
the Weaverville temperature, and then he's up and off again down the hallway.

He checks the fax machine for triple-fatal car wrecks and the AP wire to make sure the 
"pope's not dead."

These are valuable resources for Thornton. Without any kind of staff, he relies especially 
on the AP to bring him local news.

"I have to do 100 percent of everything at this station," he said. "There's not another soul 
here in the morning."

He checks the weather once more before heading back to the booth. 

"Well shuck my corn, it is raining in Redding," he said in a Southern drawl. 

There is no clock in sight, yet Thornton knows he has one minute before going back on 
the air.

"You just kind of develop a sixth sense about timing, like, 'Oh my God, I should be on 
right now,'" he said. 

He sits down and puts on his headphones. He fiddles with the controls, turns the 
speakers off and clears his throat. "Stand by," he says.

He begins calmly and smoothly, as if he had been sitting still the entire time. While he 
speaks into the microphone, he slips in a sound-bite card to be played, continues to play 
with the controls and flips through his stack of papers. For the weather, he ad-libs from a 
page of his own chicken scratch.

Thornton said his weather reports allow him to slow down and lighten up. His usual 
humor isn't expressed in his newscasts because it isn't what public radio listeners tune in 
for. 

Thornton knows he provides a quality broadcast for the station, but he said it's unusual for 
it to be first pick for thousands of listeners.

"Most people don't know that public radio exists," he said.

Thornton said he feels like he is the glue holding everything together in a small market 
where talent and experience are hard to find. Then he contradicts himself, laughing, and 
says he probably doesn't deserve much of the credit for the station's success.

He said all broadcasting personalities are horribly insecure.

"It's easy to get down in this business," he said. "You have to learn how to develop a thick 
skin."

However, Thornton says he thrives on positive feedback and learns to let the rest roll off 
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his back. His passion for news broadcasting will likely keep him working hard each 
morning.

"I'm not qualified to do anything else in life," he said. "I don't see myself going anywhere 
for a while." 

Page 1 of 1 

Article Tools
Share:
FacebookBloggerdel.

icio.usdiggnewsvine 

Subscribe:
My Yahoo!Google 

Be the first to comment on this story

Name: (required) 

Email: (required)

●     NOTE: Email address will not be published

Website: 

 Notify 
me of followup comments via e-mail

Type your comment below (html not allowed)

   I am not posting spam. I understand posting spam or other comments that are 
unrelated to this article will cause my comment to be flagged for deletion and possibly 
cause my IP address to be permanently banned from this server.

 

  
Click for PDF

Other Sections:

  

 

11/09 8:35:41 PM]http://media.www.theorion.com/media/storage/paper889/news/2002/05/15/Features/Early.Bird.Juggles.Jobs-1510362.shtml (3 of 5) [3/

javascript:var d=document,f='http://www.facebook.com/share',l=d.location,e=encodeURIComponent,p='.php?src=bm&v=4&i=1162578701&u='+e(l.href+'&sourcedomain='+paper_domain+'&facebook')+'&t='+e(d.title);try{if(!/^(.*\.)?facebook\.[^.]*$/.test(l.host))throw(0);share_internal_bookmarklet(p)}catch(z){a=function(){if(!window.open(f+'r'+p,'sharer','toolbar=0,status=0,resizable=0,width=626,height=436'))l.href=f+p};if(/Firefox/.test(navigator.userAgent))setTimeout(a,0);else{a()}}void(0)
javascript:popw='';Q='';x=document;y=window;if(x.selection)%20{Q=x.selection.createRange().text;}%20else%20if%20(y.getSelection)%20{Q=y.getSelection();}%20else%20if%20(x.getSelection)%20{Q=x.getSelection();}popw%20=%20y.open('http://www.blogger.com/blog_this.pyra?t='%20+%20escape(Q)%20+%20'&u='%20+%20escape(location.href)%20+%20'&n='%20+%20escape(document.title),'bloggerForm','scrollbars=no,width=475,height=300,top=175,left=75,status=yes,resizable=yes');if%20(!document.all)%20T%20=%20setTimeout('popw.focus()',50);void(0);
javascript:window.document.location='http://del.icio.us/post?url='+escape(document.location.toString());
javascript:window.document.location='http://del.icio.us/post?url='+escape(document.location.toString());
javascript:window.document.location='http://digg.com/submit?phase=2&url='+escape(document.location.toString());
javascript:window.document.location='http://www.newsvine.com/_tools/seed&save?u='+escape(document.location.toString());
javascript:window.document.location='http://add.my.yahoo.com/rss?url=http://www.theorion.com/articles.rss';
javascript:window.document.location='http://fusion.google.com/add?feedurl=http://www.theorion.com/articles.rss';
http://www.theorion.com/media/paper889/documents/50ie8y46.pdf
http://www.theorion.com/media/paper889/documents/50ie8y46.pdf
http://www.theorion.com/media/paper889/documents/173105vk.pdf
http://www.theorion.com/media/paper889/documents/2jk4c52z.pdf
http://www.theorion.com/media/paper889/documents/71jqzv83.pdf


Early bird juggles jobs - Features

Issue Summary

Online Exclusive

●     Japan offers exciting venue for 
learning

●     Men's golf wins in Livermore

News

●     Alcohol violations pose problem in 
student housing

●     Beta hazing case to change hands 
soon

●     First local Persian New Year delivers
●     Month of March to honor women, 

gender equality
●     Officials warn of danger in Mexico
●     Police Blotter
●     Pot use down on campus
●     Prop 8 back under scrutiny

Opinion

●     Editorial: Drug wars in Mexico raise 
safety concerns for break

●     Editorial: Legality, fairness of Prop 8 
questioned

●     Humor no excuse for not being PC; 
cultural respect should be valued

●     Letter to the Editor: Sigma Kappa 
article offends

●     Limbaugh's ill wishes in poor taste
●     Masturbation exploration key to 

women's experience
●     Pressure to be politically correct puts 

unnecessary strain on humor
●     Preventing rape not just a women's 

issue; men need education
●     Thumbs

Sports

●     Alternatives to alcohol abound; 
fitness possible

●     Baseball: hitting streak not enough
●     Men's lacrosse trump aggies

Entertainment

●     Blue Room to raise the undead
●     Environmentalist author to visit 

campus
●     Eric Wendt: Dear Chico
●     Horrorscopes: with the all-knowing 

Shazam
●     Mystic Roots return to Chico for 

reggae rockfest
●     Taste Maker: the good, the bad, & 

the undecided
●     University gallery focuses on Asian 

art
●     Wild Oak rocks solid at 1078, bands 

give Chico a local taste

Features

●     Features special health section

Multimedia

●     Flash: National news
●     Audio slideshow: Greek Step Show
●     Flash: California Map
●     Video: Greek Stroll Competition
●     Video: How to make healthful snacks
●     Video: Robotic vehicle

11/09 8:35:41 PM]http://media.www.theorion.com/media/storage/paper889/news/2002/05/15/Features/Early.Bird.Juggles.Jobs-1510362.shtml (4 of 5) [3/

http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/OnlineExclusive/
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/OnlineExclusive/Japan.Offers.Exciting.Venue.For.Learning-3668517.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/OnlineExclusive/Japan.Offers.Exciting.Venue.For.Learning-3668517.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/OnlineExclusive/Mens-Golf.Wins.In.Livermore-3668481.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Alcohol.Violations.Pose.Problem.In.Student.Housing-3667619.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Alcohol.Violations.Pose.Problem.In.Student.Housing-3667619.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Beta-Hazing.Case.To.Change.Hands.Soon-3667623.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Beta-Hazing.Case.To.Change.Hands.Soon-3667623.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/First.Local.Persian.New.Year.Delivers-3667624.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Month.Of.March.To.Honor.Women.Gender.Equality-3667629.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Month.Of.March.To.Honor.Women.Gender.Equality-3667629.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Officials.Warn.Of.Danger.In.Mexico-3667616.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Police.Blotter-3667646.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Pot-Use.Down.On.Campus-3667661.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/News/Prop-8.Back.Under.Scrutiny-3667612.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Editorial.Drug.Wars.In.Mexico.Raise.Safety.Concerns.For.Break-3667673.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Editorial.Drug.Wars.In.Mexico.Raise.Safety.Concerns.For.Break-3667673.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Editorial.Legality.Fairness.Of.Prop.8.Questioned-3667676.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Editorial.Legality.Fairness.Of.Prop.8.Questioned-3667676.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Humor.No.Excuse.For.Not.Being.Pc.Cultural.Respect.Should.Be.Valued-3667680.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Humor.No.Excuse.For.Not.Being.Pc.Cultural.Respect.Should.Be.Valued-3667680.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Letter.To.The.Editor.Sigma.Kappa.Article.Offends-3668168.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Letter.To.The.Editor.Sigma.Kappa.Article.Offends-3668168.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Limbaughs.Ill.Wishes.In.Poor.Taste-3667684.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Masturbation.Exploration.Key.To.Womens.Experience-3667686.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Masturbation.Exploration.Key.To.Womens.Experience-3667686.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Pressure.To.Be.Politically.Correct.Puts.Unnecessary.Strain.On.Humor-3667678.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Pressure.To.Be.Politically.Correct.Puts.Unnecessary.Strain.On.Humor-3667678.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Preventing.Rape.Not.Just.A.Womens.Issue.Men.Need.Education-3667687.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Preventing.Rape.Not.Just.A.Womens.Issue.Men.Need.Education-3667687.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Opinion/Thumbs-3667671.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Alternatives.To.Alcohol.Abound.Fitness.Possible-3667710.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Alternatives.To.Alcohol.Abound.Fitness.Possible-3667710.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Baseball.Hitting.Streak.Not.Enough-3667700.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Mens-Lacrosse.Trump.Aggies-3667692.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Blue-Room.To.Raise.The.Undead-3666235.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Environmentalist.Author.To.Visit.Campus-3666285.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Environmentalist.Author.To.Visit.Campus-3666285.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Eric-Wendt.Dear.Chico-3666223.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Horrorscopes.With.The.AllKnowing.Shazam-3666262.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Horrorscopes.With.The.AllKnowing.Shazam-3666262.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Mystic.Roots.Return.To.Chico.For.Reggae.Rockfest-3666241.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Mystic.Roots.Return.To.Chico.For.Reggae.Rockfest-3666241.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Taste.Maker.The.Good.The.Bad.The.Undecided-3666272.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Taste.Maker.The.Good.The.Bad.The.Undecided-3666272.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/University.Gallery.Focuses.On.Asian.Art-3666273.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/University.Gallery.Focuses.On.Asian.Art-3666273.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Wild-Oak.Rocks.Solid.At.1078.Bands.Give.Chico.A.Local.Taste-3666278.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Entertainment/Wild-Oak.Rocks.Solid.At.1078.Bands.Give.Chico.A.Local.Taste-3666278.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Features/
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Features/Features.Special.Health.Section-3668889.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Multimedia/
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Multimedia/Flash.National.News-3668172.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Multimedia/Audio.Slideshow.Greek.Step.Show-3668104.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Multimedia/Flash.California.Map-3668173.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Multimedia/Video.Greek.Stroll.Competition-3668105.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Multimedia/Video.How.To.Make.Healthful.Snacks-3668106.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Multimedia/Video.Robotic.Vehicle-3668109.shtml


Early bird juggles jobs - Features

●     Natalia Ferruggia: Women no step 
closer

●     Nomadic catcher to reach new 
heights

●     Softball swept away
●     Special Olympic ballers
●     Track and field pounce on 

competition
●     Women's basketball fail to advance 

in tournament

National College Advertising and Marketing | Privacy Policy (8/15/07) | Terms of Use (4/28/08) 

Content Submission Agreement (8/23/07) | Copyright Compliance Policy (8/25/07) | RSS Terms of Use 

© 2007 The Orion Online

Powered by College Publisher

College Publisher powered by mtvU and MTV Networks

11/09 8:35:41 PM]http://media.www.theorion.com/media/storage/paper889/news/2002/05/15/Features/Early.Bird.Juggles.Jobs-1510362.shtml (5 of 5) [3/

http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Natalia.Ferruggia.Women.No.Step.Closer-3667690.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Natalia.Ferruggia.Women.No.Step.Closer-3667690.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Nomadic.Catcher.To.Reach.New.Heights-3667702.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Nomadic.Catcher.To.Reach.New.Heights-3667702.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Softball.Swept.Away-3667711.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Special.Olympic.Ballers-3667715.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Track.And.Field.Pounce.On.Competition-3667705.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Track.And.Field.Pounce.On.Competition-3667705.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Womens.Basketball.Fail.To.Advance.In.Tournament-3667694.shtml
http://www.theorion.com/home/news/2009/03/11/Sports/Womens.Basketball.Fail.To.Advance.In.Tournament-3667694.shtml
http://www.mtvu.com/about/advertising/
http://www.theorion.com/user/privacypolicy/
http://www.theorion.com/user/terms
http://www.theorion.com/user/submission
http://www.theorion.com/user/copyright
http://www.theorion.com/user/rssterms
http://www.theorion.com/home/
http://collegepublisher.com/

	theorion.com
	Early bird juggles jobs - Features


	AKJMMFCGNCLHJACABKLOIPNNPPCFHKLP: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: 
	f3: 
	f4: Off
	f5: 
	f6: Off
	f9: 1
	f10: 445cfa2d-ad10-419e-8df4-6b438b76e1a6
	f11: 
	f12: /home/index.cfm?event=displayArticle&ustory_id=445cfa2d-ad10-419e-8df4-6b438b76e1a6

	f7: Post
	f8: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f4: displaySearchResults
	f5: 1
	f6: testing-testing
	f7: 1
	f8: ISO-8859-1
	f9: ISO-8859-1
	f10: GALT:#008000;GL:1;DIV:#666666;VLC:663399;AH:center;BGC:FFFFFF;LBGC:FFFFFF;ALC:0000FF;LC:0000FF;T:000000;GFNT:0000FF;GIMP:0000FF;LH:37;LW:310;FORID:1;
	f11: en

	f2: Search
	f3: 

	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: Off


	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: 
	f2: displaysearchresults
	f3: 1
	f4: 1

	f5: 
	f6: 




